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T H E TORTURE VICTIMS RELIEF ACT OF 2005; SUPPORTING 
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF A NATIONAL WEEKEND OF 
PRAYER AND REFLECTION FOR DARFUR, SUDAN; AND 
CONDEMNING T H E DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA FOR ABDUCTIONS AND CONTINUED CAPTIVITY OF 
CITIZENS OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AND JAPAN AS 
ACTS OF TERRORISM AND GROSS VIOLATIONS 


THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2005 

House of Representatives, 

Subcommittee on Africa, Global Human Rights 

AND International Operations, 
Committee on International Relations, 

Washington, DC. 

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 4:05 p.m. in room 
2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Christopher H. Smith 
(Chairman of the Subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. Smith. Pursuant to notice, I call up the bill, H.R. 2017, The 
Torture Victims Relief Act of 2005, for purposes of markup and 
move its recommendation to the Full Committee. 

Without objection, the bill will be considered as read and open 
for amendment at any point. 

[H.R. 2017 follows:] 


( 1 ) 
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1st Session 


H.R. 2017 


To amend the Torture Vietims Relief Act of 1998 to authorize appropriations 
to pnnide assistanee for domestic and foreijiii pro^ams and centers 
for the treatment of \ietims of torture, and for other purposes. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATHHIS 

Ai'bil 28, 2(){)5 

Mr. Smith of New Jersey (for himself, Mr. IjANTOS, Mr. Wolf, Mr. Caedin, 
Mr. Burton of Indiana. Mr. Berman, Mr. Pitts, Ms. Kaptite, Mr. 
Ramstad, Mr. Obbrstar, Mr. Shays, Ms. SinVUGHTBR, Mr. Kirk, Mr. 
Ackerman, Ms. McCollum of Minnesota, Mr. IVaxman, Mr. Pai.lone, 
Mr. Learn, Mr. Engel, Mr. Terry, Mr. Sabo, Mr. Evans, Mr. Olvbr, 
Mr. McDermott. Mr. Prank of Massaelmsetts, Mr. IIinchey, Ms. Zoe 
Lopgrbn of California, Mrs. Maloney, Mr. Abercrombie, Mr. 
PaIjEOMAVAEGA, Mr. Jackson of Illinois, Mr. George Miller of Cali- 
fornia, Mr. Davis of Plorida, Mrs. Daars of California, Mr. Allen, Mr. 
McNulty, Mr. Gutierrez. Mr. Becerra, Mr. Brown of Ohio, Mr. 
DePazio, Mr. PiLNER, Mr. VAN IIOLLEN, Mr. Snyder, Mr. McGov- 
ern, Mr. Cummings, Ms. Lee, Mr. Kucinich, Mr. Michaud, Mr. 
GrijaIjVA, and Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota) introduced the following; bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on International Relations, and in 
addition to the Committee on Energj' and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such i>ixmsions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee con- 
eerned 


A BILL 

To amend the Torture Victims Relief Act of 1998 to author- 
ize appropriations to proHde assistance for domestic and 
foreign programs and centers for the treatment of tic- 
tinis of torture, and for other pmposes. 


1 



3 


2 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and, House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United, States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 Tliis Act may be cited as the “Torture Victims Relief 

5 Reautliorization Act of 2005”. 

6 SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

7 It is the policy of the United States — 

8 (1) to ensure that, in its support abroad for 

9 programs and centers for the treatment of victims of 

10 torture, particular incentives and support should be 

11 given to establishing and supporting such programs 

12 and centers in emerging democracies, in post-conflict 

13 en\ironments, and, with a \iew to pimiding sendees 

14 to refugees and internally displaced persons, in areas 

15 as close to ongoing conflict as safely as possible; and 

16 (2) to ensure that, in its support for domestic 

17 programs and centers for the treatment of victims of 

18 torture, particular attention should be given to re- 

19 gions vitli significant immigrant or refugee popu- 

20 lations. 

21 SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR DOMES- 

22 TIC TREATMENT CENTERS FOR VICTIMS OF 

23 TORTURE. 

24 Section 5(b)(1) of the Torture Victims Relief Act of 

25 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2152 note) is amended to read as follows: 
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1 “(1) AuTIIOKIZATION of AP1"RnP Rl/\ T10XS. Of 

2 the amounts authorized to be appropriated for the 

3 Department of Health and Human Sendees for fis- 

4 eal years 2006 and 2007, there are authorized to be 

5 appropriated to cany out subsection (a) 

6 $25,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2006 and 

7 2007.”. 

8 SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR FOR- 

9 EIGN TREATMENT CENTERS FOR VICTIMS OF 

10 TORTURE. 

11 Section 4(b)(1) of the Torture Victims Relief Act of 

12 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2152 note) is amended to read as follows: 

13 “(1) Authorization of apiuiop ri/X tions. — Of 

14 the amounts authorized to be appropriated for fiscal 

15 years 2006 and 2007 pursuant to chapter 1 of part 

16 I of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, there are 

17 authorized to be appropriated to the President to 

18 cany out section 130 of such Act $12,000,000 for 

19 fiscal year 2006 and $13,000,000 for fiscal year 

20 2007.”. 


•HR 2017 IH 



5 


Mr. Smith. I do have a rather lengthy statement which I will dis- 
pense with, other than to ask unanimous consent that it be made 
a part of the record. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Smith follows:] 

Prepared Statement of the Honorable Christopher H. Smith, a Representa- 
tive IN Congress from the State of New Jersey and Chairman, Sub- 
committee ON Africa, Global Human Rights and International Operations 

In 1998, Congress took an historic step toward repairing the broken lives of thou- 
sands of men and women. Now we have to go even further both to help the victims 
of torture and to reach out to those who still have no place to turn in their suffering. 
I hope my colleagues here today will join me in supporting H.R. 2017, the Torture 
Victims Relief Reauthorization Act. 

Nationwide, there are an estimated 400,000 torture survivors, most of whom came 
to the United States as refugees. Worldwide, it is impossible to count the numbers. 
While we redouble our efforts to prevent and punish the perpetrators of torture, we 
must continue to seek to heal its victims. 

Section 2 of H.R. 2017 is a statement of policy designed to ensure that, domesti- 
cally, particular attention is given to regions with significant immigrant and refugee 
populations and, abroad, particular attention is given to supporting treatment cen- 
ters and programs in emerging democracies and in post-conflict environments. 

Section 4 of the new bill authorizes $12 million for FY 2006 and $13 million for 
FY 2007 for centers and programs administered through USAID’s Victims of Tor- 
ture Fund. Non-governmental organizations that receive this funding provide direct 
services to survivors, their families, and communities. They also strengthen institu- 
tions on the ground and the indigenous capacity of these institutions to deliver serv- 
ices to survivors. In addition to providing treatment, many of these programs advo- 
cate for the elimination of torture in their countries. 

Section 5 authorizes $7 million for FY 2006 and $ 8 million for FY 2007 for the 
UN Voluntary Fund for the Victims of Torture. In 2001 — in that year alone — the 
UN Fund assisted 77,928 victims of torture. 

As our witnesses have testified, the impact of torture can be felt throughout soci- 
ety for years: lives are broken and lost; often political activists as well as their fami- 
lies and communities are frightened and become disengaged from public life; trust 
in public institutions is destroyed; political apathy is a lesson learned and lived out 
every day. Unless we find ways to understand and to heal the legacy of torture, our 
efforts to build democratic institutions around the globe will fail. 

You can’t help but be proud of the help this country has given to torture victims 
around the globe. But when you start looking at the numbers and at the scope of 
the problem, you see that the need far outstrips the services available. We should 
not turn our backs on that suffering. 

Mr. Smith. I am mindful of my good friends’ and colleagues’ time 
constraints. But this legislation does provide a number of impor- 
tant sections dealing with authorization for funding. And again, I 
think Members are very aware of what the bill is. Most on this 
Committee are cosponsors. 

Ms. McCollum. 

Ms. McCollum. Mr. Chair, in light of the testimony that we re- 
ceived in the hearing and the fact that you are going to be having 
discussions with ORR, is it your intention, if we need to strengthen 
language, to bring forward a manager’s amendment or an amend- 
ment at the next 

Mr. Smith. We would be more than happy to talk with the gen- 
tlewoman. Every bill that I have ever worked on is always a work 
in progress. We do have a good, strong consensus for the language, 
but if there is something you would like to work with us on, we 
would be more than happy to meet with the gentlelady and per- 
haps do a manager’s amendment or an amendment you would like 
to offer at the time. 

Ms. McCollum. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Mr. Smith. We’ll gladly work with you. 
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Mr. Payne. 

Mr. Payne. I support the amendment as read and urge its adop- 
tion. 

Mr. Smith. Okay. The question occurs on the motion, if the gen- 
tlewoman makes the motion, to report the hill, H.R. 2017, The Tor- 
ture Victims Relief Authorization Act of 2005. All those in favor, 
say aye. All those opposed, no. The motion is approved. The hill is 
reported favorably. The staff is directed to make any technical and 
conforming amendments. 

And now I would like to call up our second resolution. Pursuant 
to notice, I call up the resolution, H. Res. 333, Supporting the goals 
and ideals of a National Weekend of Prayer and Reflection for 
Darfur, Sudan, for purposes of markup and move its recommenda- 
tion to the Full Committee. Without objection, the bill will be con- 
sidered as read and open for amendment at any point. 

[H. Res. 333 follows:] 



7 


w 


109TII CONGRESS 
1st Session 


H. RES. 333 


Supporting the goals and ideals of a National Weekend of Prayer and 
Reflection for Darfur, Sudan. 


IN THE HOUSE OF KEPRESENTATTVHIS 

June 20, 2005 

Mr. Payne (for himself, ilr. Tancredo, Mr. Wexler, Mr. WOLF, Mr. IjAN- 
Tos, Mr. Smith of New Jersey, Mr. Rangel, Mr. Conyers, and Ms. 
Lee) submitted the folloulug resolution; wliieli was referred to the Com- 
mittee on International Relations 


RESOLUTION 

Supporting the goals and ideals of a National Weekend of 
Prayer and Reflection for Darfur, Sudan. 

Wdiereas, on July 22, 2004, Congress declared that genocide 
was taking place in Darfur, Sudan; 

Wdiereas, on September 9, 2004, Seeretaiy of State Colin L. 
Powell testified to the Senate Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations that “genocide has been eommitted in Darfur”; 

Wdiereas, on September 21, 2004, President George W. Bush 
stated to the United Nations General Assembly that “the 
world is witnessing terrible suffering and horrible crimes 
in the Darfur region of Sudan, crimes my government 
has concluded are genocide”; 


1 
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2 

WQiereas Ai'ticle 1 of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Pnnishment of the Crime of Genoeide, done at Paris De- 
cember 9, 1948, and entered into force Jannaiy 12, 
1951, states that “[t]he Contraeting Parties confirm that 
genoeide, wliether committed in time of peace or in time 
of war, is a crime under international law which they mi- 
dertake to prevent and to punish”; 

Wdiereas finidamental Imnian rights, inclnding the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, are pro- 
tected in nmnerons international agreements and declara- 
tions; 

Wdiereas the United Nations Security Conneil, in Security 
Council Resolution 1591, condemned the “contiimed wo- 
lations of the N’djamena Ceasefire AgTeement of 8 April 
2004 and the Abuja Protocols of 9 November 2004 by 
all sides in Darfur and the deterioration of the security 
situation and negative impact this has had on Imniani- 
tarian assistance efforts”; 

Wdiereas scholars estimate that as many as 400,000 have 
died from violence, hunger, and disease since the out- 
break of conflict in Darfur began in 2003, and that as 
many as 10,000 may be d\4ng each month; 

Wdiereas it is estimated that more than 2,000,000 people 
have been displaced from their homes and remain in 
camps in Darfur and Chad; 

Wdiereas religions leaders, genocide sunivors, and world lead- 
ers have exijressed grave concern over the continuing 
atrocities taking place in Darfur; and 

Wdiereas it is appropriate that the people of the United 
States, leaders and citizens alike, unite in prayer for the 
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people of Darfur and reflect upon the situation in 
Darfur: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives — 

2 (1) supports the goals and ideals of a National 

3 Weekend of Prayer and Reflection for Darfur, 

4 Sudan; 

5 (2) encourages the people of the United States 

6 to observe that weekend by praHng for an end to the 

7 genocide and crimes against humanity and for last- 

8 ing peace in Darfur, Sudan; and 

9 (3) urges all churches, swiagogiies, mosques, 

10 and religious institutions in the United States to 

11 consider the issue of Darfur in their acthities and 

12 to observe the Natiorral Weekerrd of Prayer arrd Re- 

13 flectiorr vith appropriate acthities arrd serHces. 

O 


>IIRES 333 tH 
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Mr. Smith. At this point, I would like to yield to my friend and 
colleague, the prime sponsor of the resolution, Mr. Payne. 

Mr. Payne. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate 
your bringing up the legislation. Supporting the Goals and Ideas of 
the National Weekend of Prayer and Reflection for Darfur, Sudan. 
The Senate has rules that are different than the House. In the Sen- 
ate, Senator Corzine from New Jersey and Senator Brownback 
from Kansas have introduced a resolution that calls for the week- 
end of July 14 and 15 to be the National Weekend of Prayer and 
Reflection for Darfur, Sudan. The purpose of this is really to en- 
courage communities to have discussions, church groups to have 
civic groups. United Nations groups, school groups to have on their 
agenda so that we could heighten the awareness of what is hap- 
pening as the genocide continues in Sudan and to also let us know 
that we are not satisfied with the recent overtures of the Govern- 
ment of Sudan. 

In the House, though, the rules are restrictive. It is not in order 
to name dates, and therefore, with legislative counsel, we had to 
remove the specific date. We are urging that we support the Na- 
tional Weekend of Prayer, and, as I indicated, it is specific in the 
Senate legislation, but we will then try to inform people as to when 
the weekend is and join in with the Senate’s bill, since it is specific. 
But this is an accompanying bill. And I would urge that it resolves 
that we support the goals and ideas of a National Weekend of 
Prayer and Reflection for Darfur, Sudan; encourages the people of 
the United States to observe that weekend by praying for an end 
to the genocide and crimes against humanity and for lasting peace 
in Darfur, Sudan; and urges all churches, synagogues, mosques and 
religious institutions in the United States to consider the issue of 
Darfur in their activities and to observe the National Weekend of 
Prayer and Reflection with appropriate activities and services. 

And so we did it quickly. It came to us real quick. We just found 
out what the Senate was doing. They asked us to immediately have 
a companion bill. But as I indicated, the restrictions in the House 
made it impossible. So I would urge my colleagues to support the 
act. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Smith. Thank you very much. 

Ms. Lee. 

Ms. Lee. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Let me thank you. Congressman Payne, for your continued lead- 
ership on the issue of Darfur, and also to our Chairman for helping 
to make sure that the issues of genocide and our response to them 
and our ability to tackle them as Members of Congress are con- 
ducted in a bipartisan way. 

This resolution, I think, is very important. Oftentimes, however, 
we forget that, and I know there is a passage in the Scripture 
about prayer and works, faith and deeds. We have to make sure 
that we, as we bring our religious leaders together, that we reflect 
upon these atrocities and the genocide that is taking place and the 
displacement of families and children, that we also recommit our- 
selves to work, to end this genocide. And so I believe that this is 
a very important message to send to the rest of the world that we 
understand the power of prayer, and we also understand that fol- 
lowing our prayers and following these national days of reflection. 
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that we have a lot of work to do if we, in fact, want our prayers 
to be answered. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Smith. I thank the gentlelady for her statement. I want to 
thank Mr. Payne for authoring this resolution. I, too, as one of the 
cosponsors, absolutely concur. In the book of James, we are told 
that faith without works is dead. We are trying as a country to do 
works. Obviously, yesterday’s hearing was tan^ble evidence that 
Congress, in a bipartisan way, is trying to provide funding; trying 
to empower the African Union Peace Initiative with the peace- 
keepers on the ground. All of that is fine. But it needs to be under- 
girded and inspired by prayer. 

It was Abraham Lincoln who began the first day of prayer and 
fasting to try to heal our broken country after the savagery of the 
Civil War and that horrific institution known as slavery. It was 
only through prayer and fasting that some of that healing was able 
to take place. So I think this cause is very, very worthwhile and 
very, very timely. The people of Darfur have suffered enough. We 
need tangible deeds coupled with faith. I thank the gentlelady and 
the gentleman. 

Would any other Member like to be heard? If not, are there any 
amendments to the resolution? If not, the question occurs on the 
motion to report the resolution, H. Res. 333, favorably. All those in 
favor, say aye. All those opposed, no. The ayes have it. The motion 
is approved. Staff is directed to make any technical and conforming 
amendments to the resolution just passed. 

Pursuant to notice, I call up the resolution, H. Con. Res. 168, 
Condemning the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the ab- 
ductions and continued captivity of citizens of the Republic of 
Korea and Japan as acts of terrorism and gross violations of 
human rights, for purposes of markup and move its recommenda- 
tions to the Full Committee. Without objection, the resolution will 
be considered as read and open for amendment at any point. 

[H. Con. Res. 168 follows:] 
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H. CON. RES. 168 


Coiidemniiig the Democratic People’s Republie of Korea for the abductions 
and continued capthlR' of citizens of the Republic of Korea aud Japan 
as aets of terrorism and gross 'ciolations of human rights. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATHHIS 

llAY 26, 2005 

Mr. Hyde (for himself, Mr. Chabot, Mr. Shimktts, Mr. Rohrabachbr, Mr. 
Pitts, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Prank of Massachusetts) submitted the fol- 
lowing coneurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 
International Relations 


CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

CoiKlemiiing the Deniocratie People’s Republic of Korea for 
the abductions and continued capthity of citizens of the 
Republic of Korea and Japan as aets of terrorism and 
gross violations of human rights. 

Wdiereas since the end of the Korean War, the Government 
of the Deniocratie People’s Republic of Korea has kid- 
napped thousands of South Korean citizens and as many 
as a hundred Japanese citizens, including Rnniiko 
Masmnoto, MegTimi Yokota, and Reverend Kim Dong- 
shik; 

Wdiereas the forced detention and frequent murder of those 
indhidnals abducted by North Korea have caused untold 
grief and suffering to their families; 


1 
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\\3iereas on September 17, 2002, after eonsiderable pressure 
from the Government of Japan, North Korean leader 
Kim Jong’-il admitted that agents of his government had 
abducted thirteen Japanese citizens in the 1970s and 
1980s and assured Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi that this would never happen again; 

Wdiereas despite assurances to the contrary. North Korea 
continues to order and carry orrt abdrrctiorrs, arrd, as re- 
cerrtly as Arrgirst 8, 2004, North Korearr agerrts operatirrg 
alorrg the Chirrese border kidrrapped Ms. Jirr Kwrrrg-sook, 
a former North Korearr refirgee arrd Sorrth Korearr pass- 
port-holder; 

Wdrereas the abdrretiorr policy of North Korea has beerr irrte- 
gral to its espiorrage arrd terrorist activities, arrd 
abdrretees have beerr kidrrapped to work as spies, to trairr 
North Korearr agerrts irr larrgirage, aecerrts, arrd errltrrre, 
arrd to steal iderrtities, as irr the ease of Mr. Tadaaki 
Kara; 

Wdrereas the Pyorrgyarrg regime rrsed abdrrctee Ms. Yaeko 
Tagirchi as the Japarrese larrgnrage irrstructor for North 
Korearr terrorist Kirn Hyorr-hee, who was carrght carrwrrg 
a Japarrese passport after plarrtirrg a bomb orr Korearr 
Air Lirres flight 858 that killed 115 people irr 1987; 

Wdrereas marry \ictirrrs of North Korearr abdrretiorr have beerr 
seized drrrirrg terrorist attacks, as irr the hijackirrg of 
Sorrth Korearr plarres irr 1958 arrd 1969, arrd, decades 
later, Pyorrgyarrg eorrtirrrres to hold twelve passerrgers of 
a hijacked Korearr Air flight, irrchrdirrg passerrger Mr. 
Charrg Ji-yorrrrg arrd flight atterrdarrt Ms. Sorrg Kyorrg-hi, 
who has sirree beerr allowed a brief wsit by her Sorrth Ko- 
rearr family; 


•HCON re8 tH 
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3 

\\3iereas North Korean agents have hijacked nnmerons South 
Korean ships and kidnapped the seamen and fishermen 
aboard the vessels, such as Choi Jong-suk, Kim Soon- 
kemi, and ten other crewmen of the Dongjin 27, a ship 
that was seized in 1987, and Seoul estimates that hmi- 
di'eds of these abductees are still alive in North Korea; 

Wdiereas boat hijackings and the kidnapping of fishermen 
have devastated South Korean fishing commnnities, snch 
as Nongso village on the sonthern island of Geoje, a coni- 
nimiity of 210 people that lost 14 sons, hnsbands, and 
fathers when North Korea seized three ships in 1971 and 
1972; 

Wdiereas the North Korean authorities conspired with mem- 
bers of the Japanese Ked Army, a group designated as 
a terrorist organization by the United States Department 
of State, to kidnap Keiko Arinioto, a yomig Japanese 
woman stndwng abroad; 

Wdiereas according to the records of the Unification Ministry 
of the Kepnblic of Korea, 486 South Korean abdnctees 
are still alive and being held in North Korea, and among 
these indhidnals are fishermen, seamen, airline pas- 
sengers, teachers, students, and pastors; 

Wdiereas North Korean agents have abducted children, cans- 
ing unimaginable angTiish to parents who live decades 
vith the uncertainty of what has happened to their child, 
as in the cases of Takeshi Terakoshi, a thirteen-year-old 
boy kidnapped from a fishing boat vitli his two uncles, 
and Lee Min-gj^o and Choi Senng-min, two seventeen- 
year-old friends abducted off a beach in South Korea; 

Wdiereas North Korean agents kidnapped thirteen-year-old 
MegTimi Yokota, as she was walking home from school. 
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and subsequently reported that she married and had a 
daughter in North Korea before eommittiiig suieide in 
1993, and that Megnuui’s daughter remains there sepa- 
rated from her family in Japan; 

Wdiereas the Pyongyang regime has abdneted a nmnber of 
South Korean ministers who were bravely working to res- 
eue North Koreans escaping on the nndergTonnd railroad 
thi'ongh China, inclnding Reverend Ahn Senng-woon and 
Reverend Kim Dong-shik, the latter of whose welfare is 
of particular importance to representatives of the State 
of Illinois; 

Wdiereas on April 21, 2005, the Seoul Central District Court 
coiuicted Chinese citizen Rw Young-hwa of assisting 
North Korean agents in the abduction of Reverend Kim 
and, further, that a Chinese court convicted a North Ko- 
rean citizen of masterminding the abduction of Reverend 
Alin, and deported the agent to North Korea in July 
1997 following a two-year prison term; 

Wdiereas some of the abduetees have risked their lives in try- 
ing to escape North Korea, as in the case of South Ko- 
rean fisherman Im Kuk-jae, who has tvdee attempted to 
escape since his kidnapping in 1987, and is now believed 
to be imprisoned in one of North Korea’s notorious labor 
camps; 

Wdiereas the North Korean regime eontiimes to deceive the 
international community regarding its ongoing abductions 
and has furnished false information concerning eight 
Japanese abduetees, including suspicions accounts of 
their supposed premature deaths; 

Wdiereas the Government of North Korea has never cominc- 
ingly aeeounted for Ms. Runiiko Masnmoto and Mr. 
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Slmiclii Ichikawa, kidnapped by Pyongyang agents from 
a beach in Japan on August 12, 1978, and claims that 
Mr. Ichikawa drowned in the sea, despite his dislike of 
swimming, and that the formerly healthy Ms. Masnmoto 
died of a heart attack at the age of 27; 

Wdiereas North Korea claims abdnctees Mr. Torn Ishioka and 
Ms. Keiko Ai-inioto, who were kidnapped separately in 
Enrope and later married, supposedly died together with 
their small daughter of gas poisoning in 1988, two 
months after they were successful in getting a letter ont 
of North Korea to family members in Japan; 

Wdiereas althongh the Pyongyang regime claimed to return 
the alleged cremated remains of Mr. Kaorn Matsnki and 
Ms. MegTimi Yokota to Japanese officials, both remains 
appear not to be anthentic, and, according to Pyongyang, 
the bodies of the six remaining Japanese abdnctees have 
conveniently been washed away during flooding and can- 
not be recovered to verify the causes of their untimely 
deaths; 

Wdiereas despite the efforts of the Japanese Government, the 
Pyongyang regime continues to deny any knowledge of 
the abductions of Mr. Yutaka Kume, Mr. Minoru Ta- 
naka, and Ms. Miyoshi Soga, the mother of another ac- 
knowledged abductee, despite ovenvhehning evidence of 
North Korean collusion in their disappearances; 

Wdiereas North Korean abductions have not been limited to 
northeast Asia and many documented abdnctees have 
been kidnapped while abroad, such as Mr. Lee Chae- 
hwan, a young MIT graduate student traveling in Aus- 
tria, and Mr. Ko Sang-moon, a South Korean teacher 
kidnapped in Norway, making the issue of serious con- 
cern to the international community; 
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WQiereas there have been eredible reports that North Korea 
may have abducted citizens from many other countries in 
addition to South Korea and Japan, inclnding’ persons 
from China, Europe, and the Middle East; 

Wdiereas for more than fifty years. North Korea has held 
South Korean prisoners-of-war captured during the Ko- 
rean War, in clear wolation of Aiticle III of the Korean 
War Ai'inistice Agreement signed on July 27, 1953, and 
the South Korean Ministry of National Defense estimates 
that 542 captives are still alive in North Korea, aceord- 
ing to testimony given before the National Assembly in 
February 2005; 

Wdiereas according to the testimony of prisoners-of-war who 
have successfully escaped from North Korea, South Ko- 
rean prisoners-of-war have been forced to perform hard 
labor for decades, often in mines, and are harshly treated 
by the Pyongyang regime; 

Wdiereas after being forcibly held in North Korea for fifty- 
one years. South Korean prisoner-of-war Han Man-taek, 
age 72, escaped to China, was detained by Chinese police 
and forcibly repatriated to North Korea earlier this year, 
where he inevitably faced punitive measures and possible 
execution; and 

Wdiereas these South Korean prisoners-of-war served under 
the United Nations Command, fighting alongside their 
American and Allied fellow soldiers, and therefore are the 
dii'eet concern of the Allied nations who contributed 
forces during the Korean War: Now, therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate 

2 concurring), That Congress — 
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1 (1) condemns the Government of the Denio- 

2 cratic People’s Republic of Korea for the abduction 

3 and continued capthity of citizens of the Republic of 

4 Korea and Japan as acts of terrorism and gross \io- 

5 lations of human rights; 

6 (2) calls upon the North Korean Government to 

7 immediately cease and desist from carrGng out ab- 

8 ductions, release all victims of kidnapping and pris- 

9 oners-of-war still alive in North Korea, and pimide 

10 a full and verifiable accounting of all other cases; 

11 (3) recognizes that resolution of the nuclear 

12 issue vith North Korea is of critical importance, 

13 however, this should not preclude United States 

14 Government officials from raising abduction cases 

15 and other critical human rights concerns in any fu- 

16 ture negotiations vitli the North Korean regime; 

17 (4) calls upon the United States Government 

18 not to remove the Democratic People’s Republic of 

19 Korea from the Department of State’s list of State 

20 Sponsors of Terrorism until such time that North 

21 Korea renounces state-sponsored kidnapping and 

22 prowdes a full accounting of all abduction cases; and 

23 (5) admonishes the Government of the People’s 

24 Republic of China for the forced repatriation to 

25 North Korea of Han Man-taek, a South Korean 
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1 prisoner-of-war and comrade-in-arms of the United 

2 States, and for its failure to exercise sovereign eon- 

3 trol over teams of North Korean agents operating 

4 freely within its borders. 

O 
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Mr. Smith. I would like to make an opening statement to explain 
this resolution. During the past 50 years, the North Korean Gov- 
ernment has kidnapped thousands of innocent South Korean and 
Japanese citizens. 

These horrific crimes finally received international attention 2 
years ago when North Korean leader, Kim Jong-il, admitted that 
agents of his government abducted 13 Japanese citizens in the 
1970s and 1980s. However, the 13 acknowledged cases are only the 
tip of the iceberg. For decades, Pyongyang has routinely abducted 
fishermen working out at sea, young couples strolling on deserted 
beaches, students studying abroad in Europe, pastors assisting 
North Korean refugees in China and even teenagers attending 
summer camp. While many of these abductees have been murdered 
at the hands of Pyongyang, hundreds of these kidnapping victims 
are still alive in North Korea. 

The North Korean Abduction Program is inextricably linked to 
its espionage and terrorist activities. Many abductees have been 
seized in conjunction with North Korean terrorist acts, such as 
plane and ship hijackings. The regime has then used abductees to 
steal identities for North Korean agents, work as spies for 
Pyongyang and train North Korean agents in language and culture. 
In one instance. North Korea abducted Ms. Taguchi as the Japa- 
nese language instructor for North Korean terrorist, Kim Hyon- 
hee. Kim was caught carrying a Japanese passport after planting 
a bomb on Korean Airlines Flight 858 that killed 115 people in 
1987. 

In addition to its kidnappings. North Korea also continues to 
hold hundreds of South Korean prisoners of war in violation of the 
Korean War Armistice Agreement of 1953. These men, who served 
under the United Nations Command and fought side-by-side with 
American troops, have been held captive for more than 50 years, 
largely forgotten by their countrymen and allies. The POWs have 
been forced to perform decades of hard labor, many of them slaving 
in dangerous underground mines until their deaths. Over the last 
decade, a handful of these elderly veterans have successfully es- 
caped North Korea by traveling through China and eventually have 
made their way home to South Korea. Others have been less fortu- 
nate. Last December, POW Han Man-taek, age 72, was picked up 
by Chinese authorities while trying to reach relatives in South 
Korea. The Chinese forcibly repatriated Han to North Korea. While 
the fate of this brave man is unknown, he inevitably faced brutal 
punishment and was probably executed. 

H. Con. Res. 168, authored by Chairman Henry Hyde, condemns 
North Korea for its abductions and demands Pyongyang’s release 
of all kidnapping victims and prisoners of war. The resolution calls 
on the U.S. Government not to remove North Korea from the De- 
partment of State’s list of State Sponsors of Terrorism until North 
Korea renounces state-sponsored kidnapping and provides a full ac- 
counting of all abduction cases. The resolution also admonishes the 
People’s Republic of China for the forced repatriation of Han Man- 
taek. I would like to urge my colleagues to support this important 
resolution that seeks to aid so many of the forgotten victims of the 
North Korean regime. 

Would any other Member like to be heard on the resolution? 
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Mr. Payne. 

Mr. Payne. Just very quickly, Mr. Chairman. I certainly support 
your resolution. I think that we have to really insist that all gov- 
ernments, you know, deal with the rule of law. Governments have 
different ideologies. We think that our form of government is the 
best, and we know that, at the end of the day, countries that have 
governments that are totalitarian and socialist. Communist coun- 
tries will find perhaps that, by and by, that system will change. 
But, regardless, whatever form of government that government 
has — whether it is imposed on them, whether it is the will of the 
people — that those governments must work in the family of na- 
tions, and that they should not be allowed to be pariah govern- 
ments that do not adhere to the rule of law. So I support your 
House Con. Res. 168 and urge its passage. 

Mr. Smith. Ms. McCollum. 

Ms. McCollum. Thank you. I have a point. It is more of a clari- 
fication. I am assuming, having read this, that we are working 
with the Governments of Japan and South Korea in some ways in 
order to have their official accounting of those who have been kid- 
napped. Am I correct in that assumption? 

Mr. Smith. The gentlelady is correct. 

Ms. McCollum. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

Mr. Smith. I have an amendment at the desk which, without ob- 
jection, will be considered as read. 

[The amendment referred to follows:] 
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Amendment to H. Con. Res. 168 
Offered by Mr. Smith of New Jersey 


Amend the lltli clause of the preamble to read as 
follows: 


Wdiereas the Unification Ministry of the Republic of 
Korea has eonfirnied that 486 abduction cases involv- 
ing South Korean citizens remain unresolved, and 
that these eases include fishermen, seamen, airline 
passengers, teachers, students, and pastors, many of 
whom are still alive and being held in North Korea; 

After the 13th clause of the preamble, insert the fol- 
lowing new clause: 

Wdiereas on April 5, 1971, North Korean agents ab- 
ducted Yu Song-gnui, a South Korean diplomat sta- 
tioned at the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in 
West Germany, his vdfe, and two young daughters, 
ages 7 and 1, while the family was believed to be in 
Berlin; 

After the 24th clause of the preamble (as redesig- 
nated), insert the following new clauses: 

Wdiereas North Korea routinely engaged in the kidnap- 
ping of South Korean citizens during the Korean 
War from 1950 to 1953, and, according to a 1956 
survey conducted by the Korean National Red Cross, 
7,034 South Korean Chilians were abducted during 
the conflict; 


1 
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2 

WQiereas Pyongyang lias refused to allow the release of 
a single wartime abdnctee despite a provision allow- 
ing civilian abdnctees to return home in Article III 
of the Korean War Ai'inistice AgTeenient, a doenment 
signed by representatives from the United States, 
North Korea, and China; 
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Mr. Smith. I recognize myself just for a moment or 2 to explain 
it. The amendment to H. Con. Res. 168, Chairman Hyde’s resolu- 
tion, focuses on the abduction of South Korean and Japanese citi- 
zens after the Korean War. However, the North Korean regime 
began carrying out the abductions long before the signing of the 
Korean War Armistice Agreement. According to the Korean Na- 
tional Red Cross, 7,034 South Korean civilians were abducted dur- 
ing the course of the war. Although Pyongyang agreed to release 
these kidnapped civilians when it signed the armistice, not a single 
wartime abductee has been allowed to return home. The amend- 
ment seeks to include these wartime victims in the Hyde resolu- 
tion. 

The amendment also raises the 1971 abduction of South Korean 
diplomat Yu Song-gun, his wife and two children in Berlin. The 
diplomatic status of Yu and the young age of his daughters, ages 
7 and 1, merits special attention. I would ask favorable consider- 
ation by the Members for that. 

Would anyone like to be heard on this amendment or the under- 
lying resolution? The question then occurs on the amendment. All 
those in favor, say aye. Those opposed, say no. The ayes have it. 
The amendment is agreed to. 

The question now occurs on the motion to report the resolution, 
H. Con. Res. 168, Condemning the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea for the abductions and continued captivity of citizens of the 
Republic of Korea and Japan as acts of terrorism and gross viola- 
tions of human rights, as amended. All those in favor, say aye. All 
those opposed, no. The ayes have it. The motion is approved, and 
the resolution is reported favorably. 

Without objection, the resolution will be reported favorably to the 
Full Committee in the form of a single amendment in the nature 
of a substitute incorporating the amendment adopted here today. 

Without objection, the staff is directed to make any technical and 
conforming amendments. 

The Chair recognizes Mr. Payne. 

Mr. Payne. Just for a point of personal privilege. As we indi- 
cated, House resolutions cannot indicate dates. I did indicate that 
it was the 14th and 15th. The actual Senate date for the weekend 
of prayer is the 15th to the 17th. That is Friday to Sunday, cov- 
ering Islamic, synagogues and Christian churches, so the 15th to 
the 17 th. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Smith. Would anybody else like to be heard before we ad- 
journ? Without objection, the markup is adjourned. Thank you very 
much. 

[Whereupon, at 4:20 p.m., the Subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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